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Pentagon scientists have been deployed in 25 countries and given diplomatic immunity to 
research deadly viruses, bacteria and toxins at US military offshore biolaboratories under a $2.1 
billion DoD program. (Source: DTRA) 


The US Embassy to Tbilisi transports frozen human blood and pathogens as diplomatic cargo for 
a secret US military program. Internal documents, implicating US diplomats in the 
transportation of and experimenting on pathogens under diplomatic cover were leaked to me by 
Georgian insiders. According to these documents, Pentagon scientists have been deployed to 
the Republic of Georgia and have been given diplomatic immunity to research deadly diseases 
and biting insects at the Lugar Center — the Pentagon biolaboratory in Georgia’s capital Tbilisi. 


This military facility is just one of the many across the 
world. They are funded by the Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) under a 
, and are located in 


former Soviet Union countries such as Georgia and Ukraine, the Middle East, South East Asia 
and Africa. 


©AI Mayadeen TV 


Instead of investing in the health of its own citizens the US government has spent $161 million 
of US taxpayer money on the Lugar Center in Tbilisi for research on deadly diseases and biting 


insects abroad. ©AI Mayadeen 
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The secret facility is located just 17 km from the US Vaziani military airbase in Georgia’s capital 
Tbilisi. 


The Pentagon biolaboratory is heavily guarded. All passers-by within a radius of 100 m are 
filmed although the military biolaboratory is located within a residential area. 


©AI Mayadeen TV 
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Iam sind filmed while eikings to local residents on the street near the pentagon biolaboratory 
and I want to know why the security guards are filming me. (©Al Mayadeen TV) 

The security guards warn me that if I do not comply, show my passport and leave this place, I will 

be arrested. My official request to the Lugar Center for access to the facility and for interviews has 

also been rejected. 
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Secret experiments at night 


However, I go back at night when the laboratory is seemingly still working. No matter how far 
the distance the air is laden with the smell of chemicals. This smell coming from the Lugar 
Center at night is blown by the wind to the residential area. Local residents from the Alexeevka 
neighbourhood, where the laboratory is located, complain that dangerous chemicals are being 
secretly burnt at night and that hazardous waste is being emptied into the nearby river through 


the laboratory’s pipes. 


©AI Mayadeen TV 
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A diplomatic car with US Embassy registration plates can be seen in the car park of the Lugar 
Center at night when the laboratory is seemingly still working. (©Al Mayadeen TV 
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A few hours later, the diplomatic vehicle is still in the car park of the Lugar Center. There is a 
strong smell of chemicals in the area. (OAl Mayadeen TV) 


Locals complain of constant headaches, nausea, high blood pressure and dizziness when 
chemicals are being burnt at night in the laboratory which is just a couple of hundred meters 
from their homes. 


“There is a smoke - black, red, green at night or especially early in the morning at around 3, 4 
a.m. Even the hens have died. They put a big pipe underground and connected it to the drains. 
This smell comes from there. It smells like rotten eggs and decaying hay. The smell is so bad 
and is spread in different directions by the wind”, says Eteri Gogitidze who lives in a block of 
flats next to the laboratory. 


“I have a thyroid disease. There are families of three people in the neighborhood and all three 
of them have a thyroid disease. They say it is because of the laboratory”, explains Eteri 
Gogitidze from the Alexeevka Neighbouthood where the laboratory is located. (OAl Mayadeen 
TV) 


Albert Nurbekyan who lives about 300 m from the laboratory shows the four chimneys from the 
Lugar Center which release smoke at night. (©Al Mayadeen TV) 


“Sometimes the wind spreads a smell of rotten eggs. Once I woke up early in the morning and 
noticed violet smoke coming from the laboratory. At night time they let the smoke out so that 
people don’t see. Why at night, what are they hiding from us?, he asks and then provides 
another worrying fact: “There are big blue plastic pipes along this street (from the laboratory) 
and from where everything goes to the river which is 3-4 km away. Not only do they pollute our 
air, but they also poison our water.” 


Locals: Poisonous gas killed two Filipinos 


©Al Mayadeen TV 


Neighbours recall a tragic incident involving four Filipinos who worked at the Lugar Center. Two 
of the foreigners died of an alleged gas poisoning in their rented flat in block 44 of the 
Alexeevka Settlement. 


“The first time when they called the Emergency service we were told that they had food 
poisoning from fish. But the second time when the ambulance came there was foam coming out 
of their mouths. They were shouting: “Help, Help!” When they passed away, they took them 
away and covered it all up. It all happened here”, Albert Nurbekyan shows the sealed off flat 
where the foreign scientists died. 


Another witness, Elvira Ratiani who lived next door witnessed the foreigners die before her 
eyes. “They were my neighbors, we lived on the same floor, and once they were poisoned, and 
asked us to call the Emergency service. We phoned and the Emergency service saved them. 
They said it was probably fish poisoning. The second time, they knocked on the door and again 
asked for help. There were four Filipinos, two of them were saved, but the other two died”, 
recalls Elvira Ratiani who lives in the fatal block 44 of the Alexeevka Settlement right next to 
the laboratory. 


Human blood and pathogens as diplomatic cargo to the US Embassy - leaked 
documents 


Internal documents and correspondence between the Ministry of Health of Georgia and the US 
Embassy to Tbilisi show what experiments have been conducted at the Lugar Center. Leaked 
documents reveal that the US Embassy to Tbilisi transports pathogens, as well as frozen human 
blood, as diplomatic cargo. 


©AI Mayadeen TV 
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US Embassy to Tbilisi is the address to which pathogens and blood samples are being shipped 
as diplomatic cargo. The Embassy’s press office declined to comment. (©Al Mayadeen TV) 


Embassy of the United States of America 


US Embassy Tbilisi 
2017.05.09-02 


To: Ministry of Health, 
Labour and Social Affairs of Georgia 


Please be advised that one of the US Embassy agencies intends to receive air shipment 
WAAB701216 of laboratory supplies, 


Since the shipment includes perishable supplies which requires special storage conditions, we 
kindly request your assistance in expediting, registration formalities of the shipment at Tbilisi 
Regional Customs. 


It is hereby confirmed that |the above mentioned cargo is a diplomaticjand based on the 
agreement between Georgian and US Governments on July 31, 1992, the shipment is free of customs 


fees and taxes. me 


Please see attached shipment documents. 


Thank You for Your Cooperation 
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Date: 5/3/2017 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 


Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Ship to: American Embassy Tbilis! 
3156 Rampart Road ATTN: Beth Skaggs, CDC office 
Fort Collins, CO 80526 11 George Balanchine Street 
970-221-6400 Tbilisi, Geargia 0131 

995591093412 


_One fibreboard box containing the following material: 


CDC Commercial Invoice 


Be ye tedffesth Wenibbrs tas he Vays i 2 Ay ‘ erty tomcat 5 
Bartonella antigens 30 x 0.5ml 
Bartonella mouse immune serum 12 x 0.5ml 


UN 3373 (biological substance category B) 
HC # 3002.90,5150 

“Diplomatic Cargo” 

Packaged on dry ice 

12 x 13 x 14 approximate weight 28lbs 


' These Commodities, technology, or Software were exported 


form the United States in accordance with the Export 
Administration Regulations. Diversion contrary to United 
States law is prohibited. 


Country of Origin: USA 

Country of Ultimate Destination: Georgia 

Reason for Export: Medical Research Related Purposes/Educational Materials 
Gift of the US Government -Value for Customs only $10.00 

(no SED required) NLR 


I/we hereby certify the information of this invoice is true and correct and that the contents of this shipment are as 
stated above.I/we do thereby authorize the selected carrier to execute any additional documents necessary for the 
export of goods described herein on my/our behaif. 


Stacey Bartlett Bio Sci Lab Tech 


Typed Name of Sender: Title of Sender: | 


Signature: 


Date: | 


a Date: 5/3/2017 
anes DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Ship to: American Embassy Tbllisi 

3156 Rampart Road ATTN: Beth Skaggs, CDC office 

Fort Collins, CO 80526 11 George Balanchine Street 
970-221-6400 Thilisi, Georgla 0131 
995591093412 

CDC Invoice 
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One fibreboard box containing the following material: 
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Bartonella clarridgeiae antigen 


Bartonella koehlerae antigen 10 x 0.5ml 
Bartonella Clarridgeiae mouse immune serum 4x 0.5ml 
Bartonella Koehlerae mouse immune serum 4x0.5ml 
Bartonella henselae type 2 antigen 10 x 0.5m 
. Bartonella henselae type 2 mouse immune serum 4x0.5ml 


“Diplomatic Cargo” 


Country of Origin: USA 

Country of Ultimate Destination: Georgia 

Reason for Export: Medical Research Related Purposes/Educational Materials 
Gift of the US Government -Value for Customs only $10.00 

(no SED required) NLR 


GEIS-GTD STUDY SHIPMENT 


DATE SENT: 03AUG2015 
FROM: NHRC Enteric Disease Surveillance Program Laboratory 


TO: US EMBASSY TBILISI/USAMRU-G 
#11 GEORGE BALANCHINE STREET 
ATTN: Brett Taylor 
TBILISI 0131, GEORGIA 
Phone: +995-557-38-1492 


CONTENTS: 
ITEM DESCRIPTION QUANTITY 
Qiagen QuantiTect Multiplex PCR Kit (200-rxn) 
Qiagen QuantiTect Multiplex PCR Kit (40-rxn) 3 
3 Control strain for Shigella spp. & S/S/C assays (Shigella flexneri, , 
invC+) 
4 Control strain for Pathogenic E. coli assay [ATCC 43890 (EHEC, 1 
vt1+)] 
Control strain for Pathogenic E. coli assay [ATCC 29552 (EAEC, 
© | pcvD+ ! 


Control gDNA for Pathogenic E. coli assay [ATCC 29552 (EAEC, 4 
CVD+), 100 uL 


Pathogenic E. coli primer - EHECvt1-F (new) | 1 
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This letter from the Ministry of Health of Georgia to the US Embassy in Tbilisi exempts the 
importation from registration as the American diplomats claim the frozen human blood is 
needed for research purposes in connection with an American program on Hepatitis C in 
Georgia. 


Diplomatic cargo shipments are exempt from inspection and taxes. According to instructions 
from The Pentagon’s Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA), which oversees and funds the 
laboratories, biological material for the needs of the program must be shipped as hand-carrying 
items to the US embassies. 


June 2015 
CT SOP 2015-1 Export/Import Procedures for CTR Hand-Carries 
Cnn 


SUBJECT: Export/Import Procedures for Hand-Carrying Items Overseas for the 
Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) Program 


Background: 


The Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) Program personnel, contractors, and U.S. Government 
collaborators occasionally transport supplies and equipment on commerci es, via checked 
or hand-carried baggage, to nations receiving technical aid. Hand-carried items include, but are 
not limited to, biological materials, reagents, laboratory supplies, thermal cameras, Ruggedized 
Advanced Pathogen Identification Devices (R.A.P.1.D,), testing devices, and other technical 
assistance items, 


While it is mandatory to use the Single Shipper as the conveyance to ship technical assistance 
items and obtain duty free clearance, it is recognized that for a variety of reasons conducting 
hand-carries of certain articles may be the most cost-effective expeditious method or approach to 
delivering time-sensitive items to CTR technical aid recipients. Since 2005, CTR personnel, 
contractors, and collaborators have hand-carried more than 600 items to the CTR recipient 
nations. 


There are significant risks to the traveler, as well as the Program, associated with hand-carrying 
technical assistance items into partner nations. ‘Transport and packaging of specific items, ¢.2.. 
biological material, are regulated by national, regional, and global legislation, Many countries 
have established import and quarantine guidelines to protect their valuable agricultural products. 
Countries possessing biological materials have cnacted strict regulations to reduce the possi 
that these materials will fall into the wrong hands. Some countries require permits for specific 
types of organisms and materials (e.g.. Kazakhstan requires a veterinary certificate of analysis 
for animal-derived products). 


Purpose: 


‘To establish a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for hand-carrying items procured with CTR 
funding to the host-nation recipients of technical assistance. The SOP will require individuals 
who hand-carry technical assistance items for the CTR Program to comply with alll applicable 
export/import laws and regulations, both in the United States and the country of ultimate 
destination, This should be accomplished by following procedures established by CTR Program 
Integration (J3CTI) (including the Defense Threat Reduction Offices (DTROs) and the Regional 
Cooperative Engagement Offices (RCEOs)) and outlined herein. Specifically, this SOP: 


1. Identifies J3CTI for the development, publication, and maintenance of this Hand-Carry 
SOP encompassing Continental United States (CONUS) and Outside Continental United 
States (OCONUS) requirements for timely, cost efficient, and export/import-compliant 
conveyance; 

2. Assigns responsibili ion, Initiatives, and Logistics Support 
Branch (J3CTI), for the development and maintenance of hand-carry export procedures 
that will allow travelers to comply with all applicable export laws and regulations leaving 
CONUS; and 


DTRO-Kyiv 


Established procedure 


1. Declare items “official goods” at the point of entry into country by filling 
‘out the customs declaration form, 

2. A Ukraine Customs officer will review the declaration and decide whether 
to stamp it and clear you through, oF to leave the declared item(s) at customs 
storage and initiate paperwork, 

3. Leave the items with the customs post upon decision of the Customs officer. 

UKRAINE — | 4. Contact the sponsoring section (DTRO) and provide the paperwork 
generated by the customs officer. 

5. The GSO!Customs & Shipping Office in the U.S, Embassy works with 
customs to clear the items. 

6. Items delivered to the U.S. Embassy for collection by the traveler. 


‘The entire process, including delivery to the U.S. Embassy, may take 2-3 days | 
alter the paperwork is received by the GSO/Customs & Shipping Office 


No established procedure. If possible, travelers should use the Single Shipper. 


Anyone making a hand-carry for DTRO purposes and according to some 
technical assistance bilateral agreement must coordinate with local authorities 
prior to arrival, The traveler should have proper documents in hand confirming 
that bringing the items into country is agreed and allowed, 


RUSSIA 
Ifthe person making a hand-carry has diplomatic status, he/she can act as a 
diplomatic courier and carry the items in a diplomatic pouch, The items must be 


properly scaled and identified as diplomatic cargo, The traveler must have 
[courier letter from the State Department, 


DTRO-Tashkent 


| Established procedure: 


If possible, travelers should use the Single Shipper. If time is of the essence, 
travelers should contact the POCS in the SOP and work through the shipping 
office in the U.S. Embassy. 


1, Travelers submit a copy of Proforma Invoice identifying all items hand 
carried for import and requiring declaration to the DTRO office at least 30 


UZBEKISTAN days prior to arrival 


y 


Travelers complete a customs declaration form provided either upon entry or 
in-flight prior to arrival, This is for basic items (not defined). 


3. Complex items (not defined) hand-<carvied for import must be identified to 
the DTRO office at least 30 days prior to arrival for coordination with the 
“appropriate agencies 10 obtain approval to import. 


DTRO-Yerevan 


Established procedure: 


1. Ensure items for hand-carry are not on Armenia's prohibited items list, 


‘ARMERTA which changes regularly 


2._ Travelers submit the following to the DTRO office at least 12 days prior to 


In cases of importing to Russia, this biological material must be carried by diplomats in a 
diplomatic pouch and sealed as diplomatic cargo. 


The Pentagon: Prostitutes strictly prohibited, no sex abroad 


Other instructions to US personnel working under the military program prohibit the use of 
prostitutes, and any interaction with individuals who may reasonably be assumed to be working 
as prostitutes. 


BE 33 201 


CT SOP 
June 2011 
OPR: DTRA/OP-CTIO 


SUBJECT: Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR), Travel Standards of Conduct 


Reference: (a) Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) Standard Operating Procedure, Travel 
Standards of Conduct, September 1, 2005 
(b) Defense Threat Reduction Agency On-Site Inspection (OS) Travel Standards of 
Conduct, DTRA OS 5240.1, March 1, 2004 


1, PURPOSE. This written guidance establishes policy, standards, and procedures for 
conduct while on travel status for the Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) program. 


2. APPLICABILITY. This written guidance applies to all CTR employees and to any 
other government employee on travel funded by the CTR Program or under CTR 
issued travel orders. This written guidance is applicable for the duration of an 
individual's travel status, 


3, POLICY. The CTR Program has an important and visible mission under U.S. national 
security policy. To ensure the success and credibility of CTR in executing this 
mission, all personnel must exhibit the highest standards of character, integrity, and 
conduct at all times. As a team member traveling on a United States Government 
(USG) sponsored mission, you are a representative of the USG and as such are 
required to act accordingly. Failure to meet these standards impairs the CTR mission 
and reflects unfavorably on the USG. 


‘The Team Leaders are responsible for establishing and enforcing the Standards of 
Conduct. Because you represent the CTR Program and the USG, you must observe these 
standards of conduct and the instruction of the Team Leader at all times when on travel, 
including working and non-working hours. This is a more restrictive standard than that 
applicable when not on travel status, reflecting the highly conspicuous nature of travel 
and the CTR mission. Failure to abide by these standards may result in disciplinary 
personnel action, such as restriction of travel privileges, suspension, or termination. 

The Team Leader also has authority to send a team member home for any violation or 
presumed violations of these Standards of Conduct. 


Team Leaders are also responsible for ensuring groups adhere to Embassy specific guidelines, 


such as the Regional Security Officer briefings and communications requirements. Team 
Leads should discuss these with US Embassy representatives (DTRO Chiefs and/or Defense 
Attaché Office) and carefully review the Clearance Request Approval instructions before 
departure as the Embassy has authority to provide guidance on operating rules to traveling 
teams, and has authority to direct immediate departure of any USG employee or contractor. 
Whenever possible, Embassy representatives will discuss situations with Director, CTR and 
the Program Manager prior to taking action. 


4.6. Personal Relationships. 


4.6.1. Since CTR Program travelers are conspicuous, you must avoid any 
impression of impropriety. Romantic, intimate, or sexual relations with 
citizens or residents of CTR cooperative partner countries are strongly 
discouraged. Romantic, intimate, or sexual relations among team members 
also are strongly discouraged. Foreign security services are known to use 
the enticement of such relations to exploit foreign officials. As such, any 
relationship with foreign nationals or U.S. expatriates must be reported to 
DTRA/SC as soon as possible. If you have a Top Secret/SCI clearance, 
please contact DTRA/SC for further reporting requirements, 


4.6.2. The following are prohibited: 
. The use of prostitutes; 
. Any interaction with individuals who may reasonably 
be assumed to be working as prostitutes 


4.6.3 


Notify the Team Leader and Program Manager of any violation of this 
standard as soon as possible. Team Leaders will inform DTRA/SC within 
one business day of return from travel. 


4.7. Personal Belongings. 


4.7.1. Avoid bringing unnecessary personal belongings when traveling. In 
particular, travelers are discouraged from bringing high value items or 
items that invite scrutiny from customs or border security personnel. 
Bring over the counter medications or those for which you have valid, 
personal prescriptions. For prescription medication, have the medication 
in the original container as provided by the pharmacy or doctor. Do not 
transport pornographic material. 


4.8, Non-Work Activities, 


4.8.1. Your focus while on travel status is the CTR mission. The Team Leader is 
responsible for planning travel to accomplish the mission in the minimum, 
reasonable period, for establishing non-working hours, and for 
establishing any restrictions on personal activity (beyond those in this 
guidance). Personal activities conducted outside working hours must not 
have an adverse effect on the mission, travel arrangements, or other team 
members, In addition, personal activities must not reflect negatively on 
the travel team, the CTR Program, or the USG. 


3. ENFORCEMENT. Failure to abide by these standards of professional conduct could 
result in the compromise of DTRA-CTR missions and other related missions and 


Romantic, intimate or sexual relations with local citizens or among team members are strongly 
discouraged as “foreign security services are known to use the enticement of such relations to 
exploit foreign officials”. As such, a relationship with foreign nationals must be reported to DTRA 
as soon as possible, the document reads. 


US scientists test viruses under diplomatic immunity 


Tasked with the program at the Lugar Center are biologists from the US Army Medical Research 
Unit-Georgia (USAMRU-G) along with private American contractors and the US Center for 
Disease Control (CDC). Certain zones of the laboratory are classified zones and are accessible 
only to American citizens with security clearance. They are accorded diplomatic immunity under 
the 2002 US-Georgia Agreement on defense cooperation. 


RFP Section 


Section B n 
36 | J- Attachment Security Clearances The need to be a US citizen and have 


Question Proposed Answer 


af 


3 (DD254) The DD254 implies that ALL | appropriate security clearance is based on the 

Paragraph personnel are to be U.S need of that individual to have access to 

13b citizens and have classified information or enter classified 
appropriate security spaces. 


clearances. Will the 
Government confirm that this 
will apply only to certain key 
individuals on a Task Order 
by Task Order basis, 
considering the likely 
involvement of large 
numbers of non-U.S. 
nationals in the program? 


DoD Requirements for contractors under the DTRA program in former Soviet Union 


countries such as Georgia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. 
Source: fbo.gov 
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STATES OF AMERICA 
wo : 
! THE GOVERNMENT OF GEORGIA 
ox | : 
: DEFENSE COOPERATION 


: The Govermnent of the United States of America and the 
N Government of Georgia (hercinafter "the Parties"): 


Article VI - States of United States Military and :! 
: Civiliaa Personnel : 


; 1. United States military and civilian persounel sball be 
1 accorded privileges and immunities equivalent to those 
¥} provided to administrative and technical staff of the ri 
+ Embessy under the Viena Convention on Diplomatic ‘| 
: Relations concluded on April 18, 1961. i 


The USA-Georgia agreement accords diplomatic status to the US military and civilian personnel 
(including diplomatic vehicles), working on the Pentagon program in Georgia. 


Joshua Bast is the deputy director of the US Army Medical Research Unit-Georgia (USAMRU-G). 
The American military scientist drives a diplomatic car and enjoys diplomatic immunity, without 
being a diplomat. 
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Joshua Bast leaves the Lugar Center in a diplomatic car of the US Embassy to Tbilisi. (©AlI 
Mayadeen TV) 


He has been deployed to Georgia since 2015 by the Pentagon Walter Reeds Army Institute of 
Research. His military unit also operates a separate laboratory inside the Lugar Center - the 
Walter Reeds Army Institute of research laboratory. However, when I confront him at the 
entrance of the laboratory, he flatly denies that he works at the Lugar Center. 


©AI Mayadeen TV 
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| don:& work here. 
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- Are you from the US Embassy? 
- Yes. 
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What are you doing here, at the Lugar Gent 
Are you a scientist? 


002 D360.) 


©AI Mayadeen TV 


However, leaked e-mails between the Pentagon and the Georgian Ministry of Health (below) 
proves him wrong. Joshua Bast does work at the Lugar Center. 


Archil Gagnidze 


From: Gagnidze, Archil CTR USARMY MEDCOM WRAIR (GG) 
<archil gagnidze.ctr@mail.mil> 

Sent: Monday, February 26, 2018 2:03 PM 

To: Sopo Belkania 

Ce: James, Norland V MAJ USARMY MEDCOM USAMRU-G (US); Mariana Mkumali 

Subject: RE: [Non-DoD Source] RE: Request for a meeting with Minister of Heath of Georgia Office: +995 32 2 24 34 11 (ext. 2040) 
(UNCLASSIFIED) Mobile; +995 557 17 11.17 


E-mail: archil.gagnidze.ctr@mail, mil 


Classification; UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 


Berggboe@dgbon soerdsgebe bexgoze, Caveats: NONE 
QITLAEH] JOM’ oJ6j8036: 


Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 


1) Barbara R. Holcomb - MRMC Commanding General 
Caveats: NONE 


2) David Rogers - MRMC Command Sergeant Major 
3) Timothy Sprunger - MRMC Command Sergeant Major 
4) Paul Kwon - Director - USAMRD-G 

[S]doshua Bast - Deputy Director - USAMRD-G] 

6) Archil Gagnidze - Business Manager - USAMRD-G 

7) Tamar Akhviediani - Clinical Researcher - USAMRD-G 


shag Bpdmragotaxngds BogeiGo B95 gsByFigendy, 


OM BQEWnds, 
SsHogabggqdo, 


v/R, 
Archil Gagnidze 


Business Manager 
Contractor, TMC Global Professional Services U.S. Army Medical Research Directorate - Georgia (USAMRD-G) 
16 Kakheti Highway, Tbilisi 0190, Georgia 


Office: +995 32 2 24 34 11 (ext. 2040) 
Mobile: +995 557 17 11.17 
E-mail: archil.gagnidze.ctr@mail.mil 


Original Message-—— 
From: Sopo Belkania [mailto:sbelkania@moh.gov.ge] 
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2018 6:24 PM 
To: Gagnidze, Archil CTR USARMY MEDCOM WRAIR (GG) 
Cc: James, Norland V MAJ USARMY MEDCOM USAMRU-G (US); Mariana Mkurnali 
1 3 


Joshua Bast is the deputy director of USAMRU-Georgia, according to leaked correspondence 
between the Pentagon medical research unit in Georgia and the Georgian Health Ministry. The 
address of USAMRU-Georgia indicated in this official e-mail (above) is the address of the Lugar 
Center (16 Kakheti Highway, Tbilisi). 


Why does a Pentagon employee lie about his workplace? I have not received any answer. 
Joshua Bast drives off immediately after being challenged. He is not the only US non-diplomat 
working on the Pentagon program, who has been accorded diplomatic immunity. There are six 
diplomatic cars in the car park of the laboratory, all of them with registration plates of the US 
Embassy. 
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Six diplomatic vehicles of the US Embassy are parked in the car park of the Lugar Center. (©Al 


Mayadeen TV 


The Lugar Center security guard warns me to stay where I am and not to move. However, I run 
away. (©Asya Ivanova) 


After I refuse to comply the security guards jump into an unmarked car. But I manage to 
escape. 


cit, Fe 
._— =... 


Security guards are patrolling the area around the laboratory while I am hiding on the nearby 
bridge. (©Asya Ivanova) 


These security guards patrolling the area around the laboratory in an unmarked car are paid for 
by the Pentagon and not by the government of Georgia, according to information obtained from 
the US Federal Contract registry. Hence, Georgia has no control over the activities of its foreign 
sponsor. Furthermore, the Pentagon scientists can work in direct violation of international law. 


International law is not applicable 


Under a 3 year-long agreement between the Walter Reeds Army Institute and the Georgian 
National Center for Disease Control (NCDC), the Pentagon has been given full access to the local 
collection of deadly bio agents in order to study them. These are agents which can cause 
Anthrax, Tularemia, Brucella and plague. 


A COOPERATIVE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 
Between 


National Center for Disease Control and Public Health of the Republic of Georgia 
(NCDCPH) 
9 M. Asatiani Str. 
Tbilisi 0186. Georgia 
(Cooperator) 


And 


Walter Reed Army Institute of Research (WRAIR) 
503 Robert Grant Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD USA 20190-7500 
(Laboratory) 


And 


Article 1. Background 


1.00 This Agreement is entered into under the authority of the Federal Technology Transfer 
Act of 1986, 15 U.S.C. 3710a, et seg.. between the Cooperator and the Laboratory. the parties to 
this Agreement. 


1.01 Laboratory. on behalf of the U.S, Government, and Cooperator desire to cooperate in 
research and development on “Collaborative Genetic Characterization of NCDCPH Strain 
Collections of Bacillus anthracis. Brucella species. Francisella tularensis and Yersinia pestis”. 
according to the attached Scope of Work (SOW) described in Appendix A, NOW. 
THEREFORE, the Parties agree as follows: 


Article 2. Definitions 
2.00 The following terms are defined for this Agreement as lollows: 
2.01 "Agreement" means this cooperative research and development agreement. 


2.02 “Invention” and "Made" have the meanings set forth in Title 15 U.S.C. Section 3703(7) 
and (8). 


2.03 "Proprietary Information" means information marked with a proprietary legend which 
embodies trade secrets developed at private expense or which is confidential business or 


* 


10.0] Termination by Unilateral Action. Either Party may unilaterally terminate this entire 
Agreement at any time by giving the other party written notice, not less than 30 days prior to the 
desired termination date. 


10.02 Termination Procedures. In the event of termination, the Parties shall specify the 
disposition of all property, patents and other results of work accomplished or in progress, arising 
from or performed under this Agreement by written notice. Upon receipt of a w ritten 
termination notice. the Parties shall not make any new commitments and shall. to the extent 
feasible, cancel all outstanding commitments that relate to this Agreement, Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this Agreement, any exclusive license entered into by the Parties relating to 
this Agreement shall be simultaneously terminated unless the Parties agree to retain such 
exclusive license. 


Article 11. Disputes 


11.00 Settlement. Any dispute arising under this Agreement which is not disposed of by 
agreement of the principal investigators shall be submitted jointly to the signatories of this 
Agreement. A joint decision of the signatories or their designees shall be the disposition of such 
dispute. If the Parties cannot reach a joint decision, any Party may terminate this Agreement 
immediate o be clear. termination of this agreement is the only remedy or recourse available 
to any Party in the event of an irresolvable dispute. The Parties agree that no court, tribunal, 
similar judicial or administrative body of the countries of any Party or of any international entity 


or country has jurisdiction or authority to consider. or rule on, or provide an enforceable 
judgment concerning disputes arising between the Parties under this Agreement, 


Article 12. Liability 


12.00 Property. Neither Party shall be responsible for damages to any property prov ided to. 
or acquired by, the other Party pursuant to this Agreement. 


12.01 No Warranty. The Parties make no express or implied warranty as lo any matter 
whatsoever. including the conditions of the research or any Invention or product, whether 
tangible or intangible, Made. or developed under this agreement. or the ow nership, 
merchantability, or fitness for a particular purpose of the research or any Invention or product. 
The Parties further make no warranty that the use of any invention or other intellectual property 
or product contributed, made or developed under this agreement will not infringe any other 
United States or foreign patent or other intellectual property right. In no event will any Party be 
liable to any other Party for compensatory. punitive. exemplary or consequential damages. 


Article 13. Miscellaneous 


13.00 International Law not applicable. The Parties recognize and agree that THIS IS NOI 


AN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT. that international law is not applicable to this 


- 
; 


According to the agreement’s provisions, “international law is not applicable to this Agreement, 
the parties agree that no court, tribunal or international entity has jurisdiction or authority to 


consider or provide judgement in case of disputes arising between the parties of this 
agreement”. 


Drone for releasing of toxic mosquitoes 


The work that US diplomats perform at the Lugar Center has nothing to do with diplomacy and 
does not fall under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. Joshua Bast, for instance, is 
an entomologist and researches insects, according to a video released by the US Embassy to 
promote the peaceful purposes of the otherwise military program of the US in Georgia. 


screen grab from a video promoting the peaceful intentions of the Pentagon program. Joshua 


Bast is presented as entomologist. 


Why does an entomologist work for the US Army and why is he accorded diplomatic immunity? 
Entomological warfare is a type of biological warfare that uses insects to transmit diseases. 
Georgia borders on the US main rival — Russia. Moscow has repeatedly voiced its concerns 
about the potential development of biological weapons near the Russian borders, including the 
spread of diseases through insects. 


Such fears are not groundless, considering a recent US patent for a Toxic Mosquito Aerial 
release system, granted by The United States Patent and Trademark Office in 2014. The 
invention includes a drone which can release infected mosquitoes. 


(12) United States Patent 


Calvert 


US008967029B1 


(10) Patent No.: US 8,967,029 Bl 
(45) Date of Patent: Mar. 3, 2015 


(54) 


(71) 


(72) 


(73) 


(Co) 


(21) 


(22) 


(51) 


(52) 


(58) 


TOXIC MOSQUITO AERIAL RELEASE 


SYSTEM 


Applicant: TMARS Associates, Trustee for Toxic 
masquito acrial release system CRT 
Trust, Manassas, VA (US) 


Inventor: 8. Mill Calvert, Manassas, VA (US) 

Assignee: TMARS Associates, Trustec for Toxic 
mosquito aerial release system CRT 
‘Trust. Manassas. VA (US) 

Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this 
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 
U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days. 


Appl. No.: 14/549,305 


Filed: Novy. 20, 2014 
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(57) ABSTRACT 

A device for the acrial release of mosquitoes includes an 
unmanned aerial vehicle operable by remote control. It car- 
ries a container holding a central processing unit and a mos- 
quito breeding bin, which is a self-contained volume housing 
mosquitoes and a mosquito food having a toxin suitable to be 
transmitted by mosquito bite alier the mosquito consumes the 
mosquito food, A release tube is connected to the mosquito 
breeding bin and sized to release mosquitoes from the mos- 
quilo breeding bin. A valve is connected to the release tube 
and is operable by remote control so that when opened. the 
Mmosquiloes have an open pathway oul of the container 
through the release tube. 


3 Claims, 1 Drawing Shect 


U.S. Patent Mar. 3, 2015 US 8,967,029 B1 


FIG.2 


US 8,967,029 B1 


1 2 
TOXIC MOSQUITO AERIAL RELEASE authrax, botulinum toxin, Q fever agent and Ebola virus in 
SYSTEM acrosol form; in 1995, Irag confirmed that it had produced and 


TRCIINICATL. 1IETD 


In the field of aeronautics, disclosed is an aircraft having 
structure enabling acrial breeding and discharge of mosqui- 
loes. 


BACKGROUND ART 


Governments have sought afler weapons that can be used to 
deliver chemicals. viral and bacteriological substances for 
lethal] and non-lethal administration to assembled masses of 
people. Non-lethal uses typically include peacekeeping 
operations, for use in actions not considered “military opera- 
tions.” and against terrorists or slate actors in war. In this 
sense. such weapons can be used to control both armed 
enemies and civilians. Not all uses of such weapons are pro- 


and non-lethal toxins, including any agent thal can 
be carried and administered by a mosquito. 
. emical weapons are regulate 
by the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, 
Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and 
on their Destruction. which entered into force in 1997. This 
treaty is usually referred to as the Chemical Weapons Con- 
vention, It is an arms control treaty with 165 signatory coun- 
tries and it outlaws the production, stockpiling, and use of 
chemical weapons and their precursors. Vhe treaty has been 
interpreted to allow the development of non-lethal chemicals. 
such as calmalive and gastrointestinal convulsives, when 
classified as rot control agents. Additionally, non-lethal 
weapons involving calmative agents have been studied foruse 
by the U.S. armed forces. 

In the United States. lethal biological weapons are regu- 
lated by the Convention on the Prohibition of the Develop- 
ment, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Bio- 
logical) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction (usually 
referred to as the Biological Weapons Convention. ‘This is a 
1972 treaty banning the production of microbial and other 
biological agents or toxins and their means of delivery. This 
treaty has been interpreted not to apply to the biological 
agents or toxins themselves, but rather certain purposes for 


ty 


30 


a 


Al 


deployed bombs. rockets and airerafl spray tanks containing 
Bacillus anthracis and botulinum toxin. 

Well known methods of'a toxin delivery include dispersion 
effected by using an aerosol spray, explosive, and direct food 
orwater contamination. Aerosol sprays were thought to be the 
most effective means of widespread dissemination because 
an inlectious material could travel tens of miles in an inhal- 


9 able particle size. However factors like particle size of the 


agent, stability of the agent under desiccating conditions and 
ultraviolet light. wind speed. wind direction, and atmospheric 
stability are known to alter the effectiveness of a delivery 
syslcom. 

Explosions to accomplish dispersion are likely to inacti- 
vate biological agents and therefore are not very effective in 
disseminating inlectious materials. Contamination of water 
supplies generally requires an addition of an unrealistically 
large amount of biological agents to a city supply. 

Less lethal toxins are sometimes described as neural 
inhibitors, gastrointestinal convulsives, neuropharmacalogi- 
cal agents. calmative agents. and disassociative hallucino- 
gens. ‘Vheir delivery systems are designed for use against 
armed enemies, rioters, and groups of potentially hostile 
civilians. Calmative agents include an array of psychoactive 
substances that induce sleep or create disabling hallucina- 
tions. An example is BY (3-quinuclidinyl benzilate. a com- 
pound related to scopolamine) previously developed during 


the Cold War. 
SUMMARY OF INVENTION 


A device for the aerial release of mosquitoes includes an 
unmanned aerial vehicle operable by remote control. It car- 
ries a container holding a central processing unit and a mos- 
quilo breeding bin. which is a sell-contained volume housing 
mosquiloes and a mosquito food having a toxin suilable to be 
transmitted by mosquito bite after the mosquito consumes the 
mosquito food. A release tube is connected to the mosquito 
breeding bin and sized to release mosquilees from the mos- 
quilo breeding bin. A valve is connected to the release tube 
and is operable by remote control so that when opened. the 
mosquitoes have an open pathway out of the container 
through the release tube. When the uomanned aerial vehicle 


which they may be employed which are prohibited. Vhus. 45. has a lifling blade that causes a downdrafi, then the release 
there are permitted purposes defined to include prophylactic. tube is preferably of a length such that the mosquitoes 
protective and other peacetul purposes. The biological agents released therefrom avoid the downdraft trom the lifting blade. 
of Toxins May not be retained in quantities that have no justi- A compressed gas source may be used to encourage the 
fication or which are inconsistent with the permitted pur- release of the mosquitoes out of the release tube. 

poses. 50 


In mes of armed conflict and the pursuit of destroying an 
enemy, living organisms and infected materials derived from 
them have been used by state and non-state actors. For 
example, in 300 13C. the Grecks polluted the wells and drink- 


‘Lechnical Problem 


A mosquito delivery system for lethal and non-lethal appli- 
cations is not available. If such a delivery system enabling 


ing water supplies of their enemies with animal corpses. 35 legal non-lethal uses were avatlable. it could later be adapted 
Other examples abound in history: in 184 BC, Hannibal's for military uses should legal restraints be altered or elimi- 
army sent snakes to the enemy led by King Eumenes of nated. For example, one unquestionably legal application of 
Perganium and achieved a victory; in 1346, the Tartars cata- the toxic mosquito delivery system is iMmunization made 
pulted bodics infected with plague into what is now the possible by adding a toxin, thal is. a genetically modified 
Ukraine; in the 1500's, Spanish conquistadors killed olf the 60 bacterium capable of activating a person’s immune system to 


inhabitants of Central and South America with small pox and 
measles; in the 1700’s British forces used blankets contani- 
naled with small pox to infect North American Indians; in the 
early 1940°s the Japanese armed [orces dropped bombs con- 
taining up to 15 million plague infected Meas on the Chinese 
cities of Quxian and Ning-hsien; in the 1990s, Aum Shinri- 
kyo in Japan attempted terrorism at least 10 times to use 


a 
an 


fight malaria, to mosquitoes, Those contaminated mosquitoes 
could be aerially released to immunize at risk populations 
against malaria. 

Throughout military history. the health of one’s treops has 
always been an important determining lactor. Soldiers on the 
ground can only properly function if they are not ill, sick, or 
dying from a deadly virus or pathogen. A soldier, whose 


According to the patent documents, the drone is capable of delivering lethal and non-lethal 
toxins, including any agent that can be carried and administered by a mosquito. 

The inventor of the drone for the releasing of toxic mosquitoes S. Mill Calvert has patented 42 
similar military inventions for the US Army and Special forces, including stroke-inducing 
bullets ,in a span of just two years from 2013 to 2015. A person with such a name however 


does not exist in the US citizens registry. The US patent Lawyer, Louis Ventre, who filed the 
application, declined to comment if this name was a pseudonym and who his client actually was 
(the e-mails below). 


Gmail - Request for an Interview Page | of | 


mM Gmail Dilyana Gaytandzhieva <d.gaytandzhieva@gmail.com> 


Request for an Interview 

Louis Ventre, Jr. <Ilventre@Iventre.com> 12 April 2018 at 23:23 
Reply-To: lventre@lventre.com 

To: Dilyana Gaytandzhieva <d.gaytandzhieva@gmail.com> 


| cannot respond for Mr. Calvert. He has instructed me to tell you that he is not interested in being 
interviewed. 
[Quoted text hidden] 


Gmail - Request for an Interview Page | of 1 


mM Gmail Dilyana Gaytandzhieva <d.gaytandzhieva@gmail.com> 


Request for an Interview 


Dilyana Gaytandzhieva <d.gaytandzhieva@gmail.com> 12 April 2018 at 23:48 
To: lventre@lventre.com 


Is Mr. S Mill Calvert the full name of the inventor or a pseudonym? It is strange that there are no records 
of such a person anywhere, he has so many inventions but no publications or scientific work in the 
public domain. Thank you again for taking the time answering my questions. 

[Quoted text hidden] 


Gmail - Request for an Interview Page | of | 


mM Gmail Dilyana Gaytandzhieva <d.gaytandzhieva@gmail.com> 


Request for an Interview 


Louis Ventre, Jr. <lventre@lventre.com> 13 April 2018 at 01:14 
Reply-To: lventre@lventre.com 
To: Dilyana Gaytandzhieva <d.gaytandzhieva@gmail.com> 

| am not authorized to tell you anything about my client. 


[Quoted text hidden] 


Documents show a number of Pentagon projects involving insects as possible vectors of 
diseases in Georgia. In 2014 The Lugar Center was equipped with an insect facility and launched 
a project on Sand Flies in Georgia and the Caucasus. In 2014-2015 sand fly species were 
collected under another project “Surveillance Work on Acute Febrile Illness” and all (female) 
sand flies were tested to determine their infectivity rate. A third project, also including sand flies 
collection, studied the characteristics of their salivary glands. Sand flies carry dangerous 
parasites in their saliva which they can transmit to humans through a bite. 


Since the start of the project on flies at the Lugar Center Georgia has been infested with sand 
flies. Local people complain of being bitten by these newly appeared flies while naked in their 
bathrooms (a fly in a bathroom on the right) 


The Pentagon scientists have also performed experiments involving tropical mosquitos and ticks 
in Georgia. In 2016, 21 590 ticks were collected_for a DNA database for future studies at The 
Lugar Center under the Pentagon project “Assessing the Seroprevalence and Genetic Diversity 
of Crimean-Congo Hemorrhagic Fever Virus (CCHFV) and Hantaviruses in Georgia”. The 
Pentagon projects involving ticks coincided with an inexplicable outbreak of Crimean-Congo 
hemorrhagic fever (CCHF) which is caused by infection through a tick-borne virus. In 2014 34 
people became infected (amongst which a 4-year old child). A total of 60 cases with 9 fatalities 
have been registered in Georgia since 2009, according to a leaked e-mail sent by the Lugar 
Center director Amiran Gamkrelidze to the Minister of Health of Georgia David Sergeenko. 


34 people became infected with CCHF in Georgia in 2014 alone. (Source: NCDC-Georgia) 


CCHF Human cases in Georgia by District 2009-2017 


Apkhazeti 


Racha-Lechkumi and 
Kvemo Svaneti 


Samegrelo-Zemo 
Svaneti 


Mtskheta-Mtianeti 


White Powder over Chechnya 


The Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA), which runs the US military program at the Lugar 
Center in Georgia, is alleged to have already performed field tests with an unknown substance 


in Chechnya, Russia. In June 2017 local citizens reported on a drone disseminating white 
powder close to the Russian border with Georgia. 


A local resident from a village in Chechnya close to the Russia-Georgia border shows traces of white powder on his car, which 


he says is regularly spread in the area. 


The Pentagon does have drones for powder dissemination of biological agents, according to 
information obtained from the US Federal contracts registry. Such field tests involving drones 
for bio-agent dispersion have been performed since 2012 at Dugway Proving Ground, Utah. The 
military facility not only produces live bio agents which includes anthrax, botulinum toxin, 
tularemia, etc. under the pretext of studying them, but also disseminates them though aerosol, 
powder and explosives, as proven in a 2012 US Army Report. 


Gov Tribe Federal Contract Opportunity: Special 
Notice of Anticipated Commercial Work By U. 
S. Army, West Desert Test Center (WDTC) 
Located at Dugway Proving Ground, UT SOL: 
USA-SNOTE-100113-001 


Added: Oct 01, 2013 10:41 am 


U.S. Army Dugway Proving Ground is anticipating providing chemical and biological warfare 
agent or simulant testing through FY2014 for various private commercial industry (Non- 
Department of Defense) organizations. Test services may include munitions, meteorological, and/or 
Unmanned Aerial or Ground Vehicles/Systems. Services may require laboratory, chamber, field, 
range facilities and personnel support. If your organization has the capability to provide these types 
of services or support, if you have inquiries, or additional request(s) for information, they may be 
directed to: 


Christopher M. Johnson, P.E. 


Chief, Operations Division 


TEDT-DPW-OP 


Office: (435) 831-7246 


Email: Christopher.M.Johnson154.civ@mail.mil 


An 
offer for commercial work by the US Army - field tests involving bio-agents and drones can be 
found published on a US federal contracts website. 


US Army documents and photos show that the Pentagon has developed various dissemination 
methods for bioterrorism attacks including by explosives. 


1. REPORT DATE 3. DATES COVERED 
12 MAR 2012 ao RERCA ENE 00-00-2011 to 00-00-2012 


4. TITLE AND SUBTITLE 
Capabilities Report 2012, West Desert Test Center. 


7, PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 8. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION 
U.S. Army Dugway Proving Ground,Office of the Technical REPORE Rae 
Director, West Desert Test Center,.Dugway,UT,84022-5000 


Dissemination by Explosives 


Dissemination by explosives may be a single-point detonation of 1 to 55 gallons of chemical simulant, 

or small quantities launched from the Simulator Projectile Airburst Liquid (SPAL) system. For single- 
point detonations, explosive operators typically use a ratio of 1 Ib of 
Composition 4 (C-4) explosives for every 4 Ibs of simulant, up to 60 
blocks for a 55-gallon container. 


The trailer-mounted SPAL system consists of short launch tubes 
containing simulant-filled canisters and bursters. SPAL containers can 
be launched from a moving vehicle (1 to 10 mph) via the firing box 
located in the cab. Canisters explode at a predetermined height, 
disseminating up to one liter of chemical or biological simulant, such 
as acetic acid (AA), MeS, TEP, SF6, and Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt). The 


SPAL system can disseminate up to 100 grams of dry biological 

simulant, such as BG ‘and OV. 

Ammonium nitrate/fuel oil (ANFO) explosives may be used to 

detonate CB simulants from a particle-dispersal device (PDD) or a 

fluid-dispersal device (FDD). The PDD and FDD can be mounted to 
Simulator Projectile Airburst Liquid wooden towers or other elevated sacrificial structures for above- 
(SPAL) system ground detonations. Simulant plumes have been created to test the 


WMD Aerial Collection System (WACS), mounted to an unmanned aircraft system (UAS), which located 
and interrogated the plumes. 


The air burst artillery simulator creates an air explosion of chemical or biological simulants at 500 feet 
representing a real-world threat and is used in the methodology stage of a test. 


port 2012, West Desert Test 


Source: Capabilities Re 


Center 


Dissemination of contaminants for biological/chemical tests (QDugway Proving 


Ground) oh ta 


Dissemination of simulants by explosives. (QDugway Proving 


Ground) 


Liquid Dissemination (Q©Dugway Proving 


Ground) 


Powder Dissemination (QDugway Proving 


Ground) Dissemination on the test 
grid (© Dugway Proving Ground) 

Besides having various military capabilities to disperse bio agents, DTRA has also full access to 
the Russian borders, granted under a military program called Georgia Land Border Security 
Project. The activities, related to this project have been outsourced to a private American 
company - Parsons Government Services International. Parsons has been awarded a $17.7 
million contract under the Pentagon border security project in Georgia. DTRA has previously 
contracted Parsons for similar border security projects in Lebanon, Jordan, Libya and Syria. 
Interestingly, a subcontractor working on this border security project - TMC Global Professional 
Services, also happens to be contracted by DTRA for scientific support at the Lugar Center. The 
same American company - TMC, which works at the Lugar Center also carries out surveillance 
for WMD on the Georgian borders. The project coincides with the incident involving powder 
dissemination which was reported and filmed in neighbouring Chechnya close to the Georgian 
border. 


Private contractors 
The Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) has outsourced much of the work under the 


military program to private companies, which are not accountable to Congress, and which can 
operate more freely and move around the rule of law. 


From: Gagnidze, Archil CTR USARMY MEDCOM WRAIR (GG) 
<archil.gagnidze.ctr@mail.mil> 


Sent: Friday, February 16, 2018 3:16 PM 

To: sbelkania@moh.gov.ge; Mariana Mkurnali 

Ce: James, Norland V MAJ USARMY MEDCOM USAMRU-G (US) 

Subject: Request for a meeting with Minister of Heath of Georgia (UNCLASSIFIED) 
Attachments: Senior Level Talking Points.pdf; MG HOLCOMB BIO.PDF 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Flagged 


Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 
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V/R, 


Archil Gagnidze 


Business Manager 


Office: +995 32 2 24 34 11 (ext. 2040) 
Mobile: +995 557 17 11 17 
E-mail: archil.gagnidze.ctr@mail.mil 


This e-mail for instance, dated 16 February 2018, was sent by an employee of the private 


Contractor, TMC Global Professional Services, on behalf of the Pentagon unit at the Lugar 
Center, to ask for a meeting with the Georgian Minister of Health. 

TMC was awarded a in 2016 running until 2021 for support services at the 
Lugar Center. Interestingly, the same year the same private company was awarded 
another by the Pentagon. Why has a company, 
which works for the Pentagon on a program to counter narcotics, been concurrently given work 
at a military laboratory which burns chemicals at night? 


Leaked documents reveal another company involved in the program in Georgia - Booz Allen 
Hamilton. 


The Guardian, Glenn Greenwald & Laura Poitras 
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In 

June 2013, Edward Snowden — at the time a Booz Allen employee contracted to projects of the 
National Security Agency (NSA) — publicly disclosed details of the classified mass surveillance 
and data collection programs of the US around the world. 
Snowden’s former employer - Booz Allen Hamilton, has been awarded 

by the Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) since 2010 running until 2022, 
totaling at least $ 358 million for and chemical weapons agents support 
services. According to the company’s website it has developed a for the 
Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) and the US intelligence community. The system 
currently holds more than 9 terabytes of intelligence data and grows by about 1.5 million 
records every week. 


The Pentagon has spent at least on the Lugar Center in Tbilisi under a contract with 
the private American contractor —- CH2M Hill. This is half of the total sum of that 


the company had been awarded to operate Pentagon bio-laboratories in Georgia, Uganda, 
Tanzania, Iraq, Afghanistan and South East Asia. 


According to CH2M Hill, the US company has secured biological agents and employed former bio 
warfare scientists at The Lugar Center. These are scientists who are working for another 
American company involved in the military program in Georgia - Battelle Memorial Institute. 
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Battelle as a $59 million subcontractor at the Lugar Center has extensive experience in research 
on bio-agents, as the company has already worked on the US Bio-weapons Program under 11 
previous contracts with the US Army in the past. Source: US Army Activities in the US, 
Biological Warfare Programs, vol. II, 1977, p. 82 


The same company also worked for the CIA under the Project Clear Vision (1997-200) Its stated 
goal was to reconstruct a Soviet-era anthrax bomblet in order to test its dissemination 
characteristics. The clandestine CIA-Battelle operation was omitted from the US Biological 
Weapons Convention declarations submitted to the UN. 


The inauguration of the Lugar 
Center in Tbilisi in 2011. Andrew C. Weber (on the right) -then US Assistant Secretary of 


Defense (2009-2014), US DoD Deputy Coordinator for Ebola Response (2014-2015), is 
currently a Metabiota ( the US contractor) employee. 

The US Company Metabiota Inc. has been awarded $23.9 million in federal contracts under the 
Pentagon’s DTRA program in Georgia and Ukraine for scientific and technical consulting 
services. Metabiota had been contracted to perform work for DTRA befor and during the Ebola 
crisis in West Africa and was awarded $3.2 million (2012-2015) for work in Sierra Leone at the 


epicenter of the Ebola outbreak. 


Metabiota worked on a 
Pentagon’s project at the epicenter of the Ebola crisis, where three US biolabs are located. 
Journalist expelled from the European Parliament for confronting US official on 
bioweapons 


I asked US Assistant Secretary of Health Robert Kadlec for a comment during a conference on 
biological weapons at the European Parliament in Brussels and was immediately expelled from 
the conference. 


Ethnic Bioweapons 
Documents reveal some of the projects funded by the Pentagon. Among them projects related 


to Russia. The US Air Force has been specifically collecting Russian RNA and synovial tissue 
samples raising fears in Moscow of a covert US ethnic bio-weapons program. 


Buyers: Login | Register Vendo 


a Synovial Tissue / RNA Samples 


Solicitation Number: FA3016-17-U-0164 
p< Agency: Department of the Air Force 
Office: Air Education and Training Command 


U.S.AIRFORCE | ocation: 502d Contracting Squadron 
Notice Details Packages Interested Vendors List 
QI Complete view Return To Opportunities List 
- Q) Original Synopsis 
H Combined ——— . F A 
Synopsis/Solicitation Solicitation Number: Notice Type: 
Jul 18, 2017 FA3016-17-U-0164 Modification/Amendment 
i 11:19 am 
i Synopsis: 
~~ Qj Changed Added: Jul 19, 2017 4:26 pm 
Jul 19, 2017 spsclatine iti me chi 
4:26 pm Amendment No. 0001 to RFQ FA3016-17-U-0164 is hereby released as 
follows: 
(1) Provide answers to industry generated questions below: 
Q1: For the RNA samples: do you require a minimum amount? 
A1: Please see Attachment No. 2 "Schedule of Supplies" to the original 
solicitation. The Government requires 12 each Normal Human Ribonucleic 
Acid (RNA) Samples. 
Q2: Would you consider samples from Ukraine? 
A2: No, all samples (Synovial tissue and RNA samples) shall 
be collected from Russia and must be Caucasian. The Government will not 
consider tissue samples from Ukraine. 
Q3: Would you accept prospective collection or only samples from a 
retrospective collections? 
A3: The Government will only accept retrospective collections. 
FA3016-17-U-0164 
Attachment No. 2 
SCHEDULE OF SUPPLIES 
Delivery Schedule: 
Proposed calendar days after reciept of order (ARO) to complete CLIN(s) 0001 and 0002: Days 


The Government requires FOB Destination and a delivery date of ten (10) calendar days after reciept of order (ARO). 


Normal Human Fresh Frozen 
Synovial Tissue (Russian / 


Caucasian ) 

Normal Human Ribonucleic Acid 
(RNA) Samples (Russian / 
Caucasian) 


*Note: The Contractor shall provide at time of delivery the demographic information for each Synovial Tissue and RNA 
sample provided under this order, such as sample ID, sex, age, ethnicity, diagnosis, date of surgery, date of diagnosis, 
symptoms, smoking history, medical history, current edications, height, weight, BMI, sample type, matrix, concentration 
in ng/ul (RNA) or weight (tissue), volume (RNA), and total concentration (RNA). 


Source: fbo.gov 
The Pentagon has also studied the Russian Anthrax Strain at the Lugar Center for which Russia 
has a vaccine, a Russian Yersinia pestis Strain (which causes plague), as well as the Genome 
sequence of the Russian Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever virus strain. 


GenBank + 


Yersinia pestis 2944, complete genome 


GenBank: CP006792.1 
FASTA Graphics 


Go to: 


LOCUS CP@06792 4491639 bp DNA circular BCT 23-SEP-2015 
DEFINITION Yersinia pestis 2944, complete genome. 
ACCESSION CP@@6792 
VERSION CP@06792.1 
DBLINK BioProject: PRINA2@8249 
BioSample: SAMN@3941711 
KEYWORDS . 
SOURCE Yersinia pestis 2944 
ORGANISM Yersinia pestis 2944 
Bacteria; Proteobacteria; Gammaproteobacteria; Enterobacterales; 
Yersiniaceae; Yersinia. 
REFERENCE 1 (bases 1 to 4491639) 
AUTHORS Zhgenti,£., Johnson,S.L., Davenport,K.W., Chanturia,G., 
Daligault,H.E., Chain,P.S. and Nikolich,M.P. 
TITLE Genome Assemblies for 11 Yersinia pestis Strains Isolated in the 
Caucasus Region 
JOURNAL Genome Announc 3 (5), e@1030-15 (2015) 
PUBMED 26383663 
REMARK Publication Status: Online-Only 
REFERENCE 2 (bases 1 to 4491639) 
AUTHORS Farlow,J., Nikolich,M., Teshima,H., Munk,C., Held,B., Chertkov,0., 
Davenport,K., Lu,M., Gu,W., Zeytun,A., Bruce,D.C., Johnson,S.L., 
Detter,C., Tapia,R., Chain,P. and Han,C. 
TITLE Direct Submission 
JOURNAL Submitted (18-OCT-2013) BioScience, Los Alamos National Laboratory, 


COMMENT Source DNA is available from Dr Mikeljon Nikolich 


(mikeljon.p.nikolich.civ@mail.mil). 


##Genome-Assembly-Data-START## 
Assembly Method :: Velvet v. 1.1.05; Newbler v. 
2.3-PreRelease-6/30/2009; Parallel phrap 
v. SPS - 4.24 
Genome Coverage :: 68.8; 23.4 
Sequencing Technology :: Illumina GAii; Roche 454 
##Genome-Assembly-Data-END## 
FEATURES Location/Qualifiers 
1. .4491639 
/organism="Yersinia pestis 2944" 
/mol_type="genomic DNA" 
/strain="2944" 
/db_xref="taxon: 1345782" 
/country="Russia: Kabardino-Balkaria” 
note="b10ver: Medievalis 


gene 281. .798 
_ /locus_tag="M478_1" 
CDS 281. .798 
eiiiieaad According to the genome study, 


the Russian “DNA is available from Dr. Mikeljon Nikolich”. He is one of the Pentagon scientists at 
the Lugar Center and is tasked with genome research on strains in pathogen collections from 
former Soviet Union countries, as a leaked document (below) reveals. 


Cooperative Research and Development Agreement between the Walter Reed Army 
Institute of Research (WRAIR) and the National Center for Disease Control and Public 
Health (NCDC) of the Republic of Georgia 


APPENDIX A 
SCOPE OF WORK 


Title: “Collaborative Genetic Characterization of NCDCPH Strain Collections of Bacillus 
anthracis, Brucella species, Francisella tdarensis and Yersinia pestis” 


Background: The National Center for Disease Control and Publie Health (NCDCPH) in 
Georgia has a collection of unique regional Yersinia pestis. Francisella tularensis, Brucella 
Species Bacillus Wire i at require further genetic characterization including 
genotyping and genomic sequencing, WRAIR jis funded by the Detense Threat Reduction 
Agency (DTRA) CBCALL12-DIAGB1-2-0194. “Diagnostic and Genetic 
Cc 


pe 2 Hi 


proceed under this project. NCDCPH and WRAIR have already worked collaboratively in the 
characterization of BSAT strains under DTRA project) CBM,.DIAGB.03.10.W R.002. 
“Coordinated Assessment of FSU BSAT Strain Collections and Targeted Genomic Sequencing” 
(Pl: Nikolich/FY 10-11) and wish to formalize and extend this particular collaborative effort to 
allow expanded collaboration as defined in the scope below. This collaboration will benefit the 
mission of WRAIR in the ongoing collection of information on these pathogens within this DoD 
project and will also be a part of future collaborative efforts between WRAIR and NCDCPH in 
the establishment of the long-term WRAIR military research presence inthe Central Public 
Health Reference Laboratory in Tbilisi. Georgia. 


SCOPE: 
WRAIR (Laboratory) agrees to: 


1) Provide to NCDCPH the reagents and supplies for genetic typing and other characterization of 
NCDCPH Yersinia pestis. Francisella tularensis, Brucella species and Bacillus anthracis 
strains as agreed by both partners. including Single Nucleotide Polymorphism (SNP) and 
Variable Number Tandem Repeat (VNTR) analysis. growth and phenotypic analysis and DNA 
sequencing. 

2) Provide to NCDCPH training and Wavel as needed for disgnostic testing. genetic typing and 
other characterization of NCDC Yersinia pestis, Francisella udarensiy, Brucella species and 
Bacillus anthracis strains as agreed by the partners. including Single Nucleotide Polymorphism 
(SNP) and Variable Namber Tandem Repeat (VNTR) analysis. growth and phenotypic analysis, 
DNA sequencing and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) analyses. 


3) Provide to NCDCPH diagnostic assays for testing NCDCPH Yersinia pestis. Francisella 


. 
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Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever nairovirus isolate UCCR4405 segment L, 
complete sequence 


GenBank: KY484030.1 
FASTA Graphics 


Go to: (¥) 


LOCUS KY484030 12151 bp cRNA linear VRL @2-APR-2017 
DEFINITION Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever nairovirus isolate UCCR4485 segment 
L, complete sequence. 
ACCESSION KY484930 
VERSION KY484030.1 
KEYWORDS 
SOURCE Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever orthonairovirus 
ORGANISM Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever orthonairovirus 
Viruses; ssRNA viruses; ssRNA negative-strand viruses; 
Bunyavirales; Nairoviridee; Orthoneirovirus. 
REFERENCE 1 (bases 1 to 12151) 
AUTHORS Koehler,J.wW., Delp,K.L., Kearney,B.J., Conrad,T.A., Schoepp,R.J., 
Garrison,A.R., Altimura,L.A., Rossi,C.A. and Minogue,T.D. 
TITLE Genome Sequences of eight Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever virus 
strains 
JOURNAL Unpublished 
REFERENCE 2 (bases 1 to 12151) 
AUTHORS Koehler,J.W., Delp,K.L., Kearney,B.J., Conrad,T.A., Schoepp,R.J., 
Garrison,A.R., Altimura,L.A., Rossi,C.A. and Minogue,T.D. 


TITLE Dire bn on 
JOURNAL Submitted (19-JAN-2017) DSD, USAMRIID, 1425 Porter Street, 
Frederick, MD 21702, USA 
COMMENT 5 5 S sequences 
from the 3 segments of Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever nairovirus 
isolate UCCR44@5. 
##Assembly-Date-START## 
Assembly Method :: CLC Genomics Workbench v. 7.5 
Coverage 2 >100 
Sequencing Technology :: Illumina 
##Assembly-Data-END#+ 
FEATURES Location/Qualifiers 
source - 212151 


/organism="Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever 
orthonairovirus” 

/mol_type="viral cRNA" 

/strain="Drosdov" 


/isolate="UCCR44@5" 
/host="Homo sapiens” 
/db_xref="taxon: 1980519" 
/segment="L" 


/collection_date="1967" 

/PCR_primers="fwd_name: CCHF-L 1F, fwd_seq: 
tctcaaagatatcaatcccccc, rev_name: CCHF-L 2R, rev_seq: 
tctcasageaatcettccccccac” 


In 2017 Pentagon scientists sequenced the genome of a Russian strain of Crimean Congo 
Hemorrhagic Fever (CCHF). 


Leaked e-mails, between the director of the Lugar Center Amiran Gamkrelidze and the Minister 
of Health of Georgia David Sergeenko, also reveal an ongoing Pentagon project on Crimean 
Congo Hemorrhagic fever in the country. 


TTaO18 WRAIR Ietceroetory 
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* WRAIR is committed to a long-term presence in Georgia; 

Its goal is to advance research and improve the lab capacity and medical capabilities in the country; 

© I will comply with Lugar Center safety, security, biosecurity and other policies procedures and 
regulations; 

© WRAIR will collaborate with NCDC on science projects which are of mutual interest and benefit, 
and will assist Georgian scientists to increase the Lugar Center's scientific capacity through 


Amiran Gamkrelidze <A.Gamkrelidze@ncdc.ge> 


To: David Sergeenker 


Ce: Sopo Belkania <sbelkania@moh gov ge> 


cooperative projects; 

* After the expiration of the Joint Transition Agreement betwcen the US and Georgian Governments 
on transitioning the responsibilities over the maintenance of the Unified Laboratory System and 
the R. Lugar Center, WRAIR to support the NCDG with covering the maintenance costs. 


2. Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) which involves collaborative training and sample collection 
from NCDC Zonal diagnostic laboratorics. 


Planned Research Projects with NCDC: 


1. Next generation sequencing: this project will involve collaboration with NCDC scientists to 
stand-up the USAMRD-G sequencing capacity. 


2. Molecular enterics-which will involve the analysis of culture negative stool samples. 


Batibo Future Plans: 


1. Vivarium capacity strengthening including facilitation of trainings 
2 Develop regulations and policies in the fields of biosafety and biosecurity, good laboratory 
practice, facilitate trainings for Vivarium development 


batps.limait2. moh gov gelowa'®viewmodel=ReadMessageltemsitemiO=AQMKADOOWY2MThmLWNINDEINGENZS 1ZWOzLTetZTMODeIZigahhas... 1/1 


Georgians used as laboratory rabbits 


The minister’s e-mails also reveal another American project on Hepatitis C in Georgia including 
cases of death. The pilot study of the US Center for Disease Control in Georgia is called 
“Simplified Diagnostics and Monitoring of Hepatitis C Infected Patients in Rural Primary Care 
Settings Using Newly Approved Pan-Genotypic Antiviral Therapy”. It is designated as 
confidential information. The Ministry of Health of Georgia has signed an Agreement with the US 
Center for Disease Control and the private American pharmaceutical company Gilead. According 
to this agreement, the American side provides free medicines for Hepatitis C treatment. In 
exchange, the private American company cannot be held accountable for any damage 
(intentional or not) which may result from the program. The agreement is signed by David 
Sergeenko from the Georgian side. 


success of the program. (©Gilead) 


Execution Copy 


Memorandum of Understanding 


This Memorandum of Understanding (this “MOU") is effective as of April 21, 2015 (the 
“Effective Date”) by and between Gilead Sciences Ireland UC (“Gilead”) and the Ministry of Labour, 
Health and Social Affairs of the Republic of Georgia (the “MOH”), Gilead and MOH are each referred to 
individually herein as a “Party” and collectively as the “Parties.” 


1, Background. The Parties are collaborating with The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention of 
the United States (“CDC”) to develop and implement a multi-year program aimed at eliminating Hepati 
C Infection (“HCV”) in the Republic of Georgia, including anticipated treatment of up to 20,000 pati 
per year (the “HCV Program"). The Parties recognize that there is an urgent need to treat patients with 
HCV in the Republic of Georgia, and desire to commence treatment of up to 5,000 Qualified Patients (as 
defined below) under an initial program (“Initial Program”) prior to finalizing the definitive 
agreement(s) for the broader HCV Program, all in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth 
below. The Parties acknowledge that MOH will carry out the Initial Program with the support of CDC 
pursuant to a separate Memorandum of Understanding between MOH and CDC. 


2. Donation of Product. Gilead, directly or through a locally appointed agent in the Republic of 
Georgia, will supply to MOH, free of charge, bottles of Sovaldi (tablets of 400 mg of sofosbuvir) 
(“Product”) in the quantities set forth in Section 8 below to treat up to 5,000 Qualified Patients (as 
defined below) in accordance with the terms of this MOU. Gilead’s donation of Product hereunder is 
provided solely to advance the bona fide goals and objectives of the MOH, and is not intended to reward 
or influence, and is not contingent upon, the purchase, prescription, approval, recommendation, or other 
favorable treatment of Gilead's products by the MOH, CDC or any of their affiliated entities. 


3. Qualified Patients. MOH agrees to distribute Product (a) only within the Republic of Georgia; (b) 
only to patients meeting mutually agreeable screening criteria focusing on those patients that are most in 
need (the “Qualified Patients”) who will receive the Product at no cost (the “Government Program”); 
and (c) only for the treatment of HCV (whether mono-infected or co-infected, provided in each case that 
such treatment is consistent with the Product label and available data therefor). The Parties acknowledge 
and agree that MOH is committed to, and anticipates, treating Qualified Patients with the Product through 
the Government Program in a manner consistent with the Product label or treatment protocols that have 
been approved by the applicable regulatory authority in the Republic of Georgia, and in distributing the 
Product to Qualified Patients shall provide any additional documentation as may be required by such 
regulatory authority (e.g., local translations of Product documentation as provided by Gilead). MOH 
agrees to monitor cach patient that initiates and/or completes treatment for HCV with Product supplied 
under this MOU to determine the outcomes of such treatment and provide Gilead with the reports 
specified in Section 4 below 


4. Reports: Meetings. MOH will provide Gilead with regular, and in any event at least monthly, reports 
‘on the progress of the Initial Program, including providing information on the number of patients 
initiating treatment, number of patients treated and cure rates, as well as such other information as Gilead 
may reasonably request. MOH shall obtain all information contained in the reports provided to Gilead in 
accordance with applicable laws, including applicable privacy laws. Gilead may use and disclose the 
reports provided by MOH (and the information contained therein) for any commercially reasonable 
purpose. In addition, the Parties will have meetings, which may include CDC, as reasonably necessary or 
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Minister of Health of Georgia David Sergeenko in a Gilead drugs advertisement promoting the 


accordance with all applicable laws, rules and regulations. No Party may transfer or assign this MOU to a 
third party without the prior written consent of the other Parties, except that Gilead may transfer or assign 
this MOU to an affiliate of Gilead without prior written consent from the other Parties. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, authorized representatives of the Parties have executed this 
Memorandum of Understanding as of the Effective Date. 


ON BEHALF OF ON BEHALF OF THE MINISTRY OF 
GILEAD SCIENCES IRELAND UC LABOUR, HEALTH AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
OF GEORGIA 
we fea ce 
Name" John C. Martin, Pb.D. Name: Irakli Garibashvili 
Title: Chairman and Chief Executive Title: Prime Minister of Georgia 
Officer, Gilead Sciences, Inc. 
By — By a 
NanteGregg H. Alton Name: Davit Serdeenko 
Title: Executive Vice President, Title: Minister of Labour, Health 
Corporate and Medical Affairs, and Social Affairs 


Gilead Sciences, Inc. 
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(e) Each calendar quarter and upon expiry or termination of this MOU MOH will provide a 
summary of all safety information that MOH has sent to Gilead, for reconciliation purposes, on the form 
provided to: standards.&collaborationsDSPH@gilead.com. 


(f) Gilead will provide, at mutually agreeable times, training materials for MOH on the safety 
reporting requirements. All employees involved in the program must complete the training and the 
certification at least annually. Training certificates should be forwarded by e-mail to Gilead Standards 
and Collaborations: standards.&collaborationsDSPH@gilead.com. 


12. Indemnification. Each Party hereby agrees to indemnify, defend and hold the other Party harmless 
from and against any and all losses, liabilities, costs and expenses arising from third party claims as a 
result of such Party’s material breach of this MOU, except to the extent such losses result from the 
negligence or willful misconduct of the other Party. 


13. Limitation of Liability. GILEAD SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY CONSEQUENTIAL, 


INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, PUNITIVE OR INDIRECT DAMAGES IN CONNECTION WITH THIS 
MOU WHETHER FORESEEABLE OR NOT, AND WHETHER ARISING IN CONTRACT, TORT, 
OR NEGLIGENCE. For clarity, nothing in this Section 13 shall be construed to limit Gilead’s obligati 
‘© continue to supply Product following termination of this MOU for MOH’s breach to the extent 
necessary for Qualified Patients who are receiving therapy at the time of the termination to complete their 
prescribed course of therapy in accordance with the Product’s approved label or treatment protocols as set 
forth in Section 10 above. 


14. Confidentiality. This MOU and all information disclosed by one Party to the other in relation to this 
MOU shall be treated by the Parties as confidential. Unless expressly authorized in this MOU or by the 
disclosing Party to do so, the receiving Party shall not disclose to third parties any information disclosed 
by the other Party under this MOU. The obligations under this Section 14 shall not apply to the extent that 
any such information becomes part of the public domain without breach of this Section 14 by the 
receiving Party. 


15. Governing Law: Arbitration. This MOU will be governed by and construed in accordance with the 
laws of England and Wales, without regard to any conflict of laws provisions. The Parties agree that any 
dispute or controversy arising out of, in relation to, or in connection with this MOU, shall be finally 
settled by binding arbitration in London, England under the then current rules of the International 
Chamber of Commerce by three (3) arbitrators appointed in accordance with such rules. The decision of 
the arbitrator shall be final, conclusive and binding on the Parties. Judgment may be entered on the 
arbitrator’s decision in any court of competent jurisdiction. The written decision of the panel of 
arbitrators shall be final, conclusive, and binding on the parties and may be enforced in any court of 
competent jurisdiction. Each Party shall bear its own costs in respect of the arbitration, including 
administrative and arbitrator’s fees. 


16. Miscellaneous. This MOU constitutes the entire and only agreement between the Parties relating to 
the subject matter hereof, and supersedes all prior negotiations, representations, agreements and 
understandings with respect to such subject matter. No agreements altering or supplementing the terms 
hereof may be made except by means of a written document signed by the duly authorized representatives 
of each Party. Nothing in this MOU shall be construed to grant to MOH any license to use Gilead’s name 
trademarks, or logo, in any format. All obligations of the Parties with respect to the subject matter set 
forth herein are set forth in this MOU. Each Party agrees to perform its obligations under this MOU in 
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Minister David Sergeenko has signed an agreement with Gilead which absolves the private 
American pharmaceutical company of any investigation — meaning that Gilead cannot be held 
accountable for any damage (intentional or not) which may result from the program. 


From Paris with love 


Leaked e-mails between minister Sergeenko and the US Center for Disease Control (CDC) which 
supports the program on Hepatitic C in Georgia reveal private meetings in Paris between the 


government officials and Gilead. 


8/9/2018 David Sergeenko - Outlook Web App 


FW: Gilead Meeting with Georgia MoH and US CDC @ EASL (14:00 - 15:00 x 
Paris time) 


This event occurs in the past. 


Accepted on Thu 4/5/2018, 4:03 PM 


© REPLY €© REPLY ALL => FORWARD °*** 


e AOEM Master Calendar 


r ~ ) Mon 4/2/2018 10:09 PM 


When: Thu 4/12/2018 4:00 PM-5:00 PM 


Where: Room 747, Paris Expo Porte de Versailles, 2 Place de la Porte de Versailles, 75015 Paris 


V ACCEPT ? TENTATIVE % DECLINE 


Event Attendees 


Reminder: Show as: = 
15 minutes vy | Busy ¥ | [_] Mark as private 
Bing Maps Action Items + Get more apps 


Dear Dr. Sergeenko and Dr. Amiran, 

Please see calendar invite for meeting in Paris, on 2 April. | am ccing others for awareness. We can work on 
an agenda. 

Thank you Betty for helping organize and a meeting room. 

We look forward to meeting everyone. 

Best, FA 


From: AOEM Master Calendar <AQEMMasterCalendar@gilead.com> 

Sent: Monday, April 2, 2018 1:34 PM 

To: AOEM Master Calendar; Betty Chiang; Aysan Murtezaoglu; Graeme Robertson; Clifford Samuel; 
Glass, Nancy (CDC/OID/NCHHSTP); Averhoff, Francisco (CDC/OID/NCHHSTP); Nasrullah, Muazzam 
(CDC/OID/NCHHSTP) 

Ce: Misha Tsirulnikov 

Subject: Gilead Meeting with Georgia MoH and US CDC @ EASL (14:00 - 15:00 Paris time) 

When: Thursday, April 12, 2018 2:00 PM-3:00 PM (UTC+01:00) Brussels, Copenhagen, Madrid, Paris. 
Where: Room 747, Paris Expo Porte de Versailles, 2 Place de la Porte de Versailles, 75015 Paris 


we. 


https://mail2.moh.gov.ge/owa/#viewmodel=|CalendarltemDetailsViewModelFactory&ltemID=AQMkKADQ4OWYzZMThmLWNINDEtNGExZS1iZWQzLTc1... 1/1 


Confidential reports: At least 100 death cases in Georgia 


Leaked confidential documents show at least 100 deaths reported to Gilead, over the last 3 
years, of patients under treatment with the Gilead drugs Sovaldi and Harvoni which had been 
provided to them for free. 


Georgians have been used as laboratory rabbits for a new Hepatitis C experimental 
treatment by the private American company along with the US Center for Disease Control. 
Moreover, in some of the death cases reports sent to Gilead from the Georgian Ministry of 
Health the cause of death is indicated as unknown or not related to the treatment. 30 Georgians 
died during the drug clinical trials in December 2015 alone. Another 30 death cases were 
reported in April 2016, also in the span of only a month. It is worth noting that the drugs are 
neither emergency resuscitation drugs for patients in clinical death condition, nor cancer 
palliative drugs. Most causes of death remain obscure and some diagnoses do not correlate with 
the International Classification of Diseases by WHO. 


J GILEAD og Safty Pub Heat 


THIS INFORMATION IS INTENDED TO BE A CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION ONLY TO THE PERSON OR ENTITY TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS 
DOCUMENT IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER AND DISCARD/SHRED THE RECEIVED DOCUMENT. IF THERE ARE ANY PROBLEMS WITH THE TRANSMISSION OR IF 
ANY PAGES ARE MISSING, PLEASE CONTACT THE SENDER. 


Date: 7 February 2017 MCN: 2017-0255564 


Dear Giorgi Khatelishvili, 


To comply with our global regulatory reporting obligations and as part of our pharmacovigilance process, we are 
required to report adverse events that may be associated with our product. Patient confidentiality willbe maintained in 
accordance with applicable laws/policies .* 


We received the following report on 27-JAN-2017 for your patient who was treated with Harvoni. 
Patient: GK DOB:05-AUG-1971 Age:46 Gender: Male 


Adverse Event(s): Hyperbilirubinemia gastrointestinal bleeding [Gastrointestinal bleeding], Vein thrombosis, 
Hyperbilirubinemia gastrointestinal bleeding [Hyperbilirubinemia] 


Following review of the reported information, we would like to request additional information regarding the above mentioned 
events: 


1. Doespatient have a history of esophageal varices, gastric or duodenal ulcers or gastrointestinal bleeding 
of any kind? 
Is patient receiving aspirin, NSAIDs, anti-coagulation or anti-platelet therapy? 
Please provide serum bilirubin levels at baseline and at time of occurrence of the fatal events 
Does patient have a medical history of deep venous thrombosis or thromboembolic disease of any kind? 


Please complete the following sections below: 


Patient Inf. tion: 
atient Information 05-08-71 


Initials: GK Date of Birth: Age Group: 0 Child (<18 yrs.) 
DD/MMM/YYYY Adult (2 18 yrs. < 65 yrs.) 
Sex: Male 0 Female 0 Elderly (2 65 yrs.) 


Race: (Caucasian O Hispanic O Of African Descent O Asian CO Other (specify) 
Age at onset of event: 46 (yrs.) Height:176 Oin&cm Weight: _86 O Ib& kg 


Adverse Event(s): Causality Resulted in Outcome Event Event 
Adverse Event Description Was the event (Check any that apply ) (A) Resolved Start Date | Stop Date 
(provide diagnosis, if known) considered (A) Hospitalization (B) Not Resolved (DD/MMMYYYY) | (DD/MMMYYYY) 


, Phe (C) Unknown 
Append separate sheet, ifnecessary bene to Gilead i" rete (D) Fatal (died due to ever’) 


(D) Congenital Anomaly 
(Yes/No) *(E) Death 


gastrointestinal bleeding No AD BO 
yperbilirubinemia No OBI 

liver cirrhosis O BO 
i No 


nq 


OQ}, O;, QO, 0; OF OF OF O 


rd nknown 
Unknown {17/01/17 


Xx 


Unknown | 17/01/17 


Pl D>) >| S| S| S| >] > 


Daa ona vn ao 


og 07 07,0 770709 


1. 
2 
3 
4. 
5. 
6 
7 
8 


] BI 


‘Hospitalization dates: / / to / 


DD MMM YYYY DD MMM YYYY 


For Fatal events please provide autopsy report and|date of death: 17 / 01; 2017 
DD MMM YYYY 


“Please be aware that information provided to Gilead relating to you, may be used to comply with applicable laws and regulations. By providing us with information you are consenting to the control and 
Processing of this personal or sensitive data by Gilead in accordance with applicable data protection laws and the Gilead privacy policy, available to you either on www.gilead.convprivacy or upon request. 
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MCN: 2017-0255564 
Summary of Event(s) / Other Relevant Information: 


Please provide a short summary of the event(s) and include any treatment given, relevant medical history, risk factors, 
and the results of any supportive laboratory data or other investigations (append results separately, if necessary). 


Hyperbilirubinemia gastrointestinal bleeding, vein thrombosis the patient was relapsed and had 
history of liver cirrhosis before treatment initation 
No Autopsy was performed 


If medical intervention was required to prevent the reported event becoming serious, please check here © and briefly 
describe the clinical course. 


Medication Details - including Gilead drug(s): 


List all medications (including non-prescription and herbalpreparations) the patient was receiving at the time of the event(s). Append separate sheet, if necessary. 


Name Dose Start Date Stop Date Lot/Batch No. | Suspect Drug* 
(DD/MMM/YYYY) | (DD/MMMYYYY) Yes/No 


of/Led AOO/90| pO [21-10-16 | 17-01-17 WCZX No 
ba _ ___CS_____A___Z) 


Yes = Considered to be causally associated with the reported event(s) No = Considered to NOT be causally associated with the reported event(s) 


Action taken with Gilead Drug(s): 
Due to the event, was the dosage of the Gilead drug(s): 


&% Continued unchanged Discontinued 1 Reduced (new dosage Unknown 


If the dose was reduced or drug discontinued, did the symptoms: 


Resolve Improve Remain the same 


If the Gilead drug was restarted, did the event reappear? 1 Yes (please provide details) 


If the requested information is not available, please provide a response to this query indicating that the requested 
information is not available. 


Please respond via E-mail: Safety FC@gilead.com or Fax: 1-650-522-5477 

If you need to speak with someone, please call 650-522-5114 and leave a vice message including the MCN number 
noted on the form, the Gilead product involved, your name, and your phone number. Thank you for your assistance with 
this case. 


Kind regards, 
Carmen Leung 
“Please be aware that information provided to Gilead relating to you, may be used to comply with applicable laws and regulations. By providing us with information you are consenting to the control and 


processing of this personal or sensitive data by Gilead in accordance with applicable data protection laws and the Gilead privacy policy, available to you either on www.gilead.com/privacy or upon request. 
Version 2 May 2016 Page 2 of 2 


A 
discrepancy in a 2017 death case report from the Georgian Ministry of Health to Gilead raises 
questions — how can a dead patient continue his treatment after his death? 

30 cases of death were reported in April 2016 alone. According to the reports, however, the 
cause of death was not linked to the treatment or was unknown. 


11/28/1956) Male 26.12.2015 completed treament death cause is unknown 
3/7/1974 Male 7/13/2015|48 Weeks Sof+ Rib F4 HCV1 2/27/2016] PWMKD 0} 229|Death due to decompensated chirosis 
7/25/1965|50 Male 6/19/2015]12 Weeks Int+Sof+Rib |F4 HCV3 4/10/2016|SZDXD 93 296|Death Decompensated cirrhosis 
8/21/1970|45 Male 5/28/2015|12 Weeks Int+Sof+Rib |F4 HCV3 3/15/2016|PKYBD 0 292|Death due to Esophageal bleeding from varicles 
3/30/1962 Male 7/31/2015|20 Weeks Sof+ Rib F4 HCV1 4/18/2016|SFMTD 0 262|Death due to acute liver failure 
4/20/1961) Male 5/31/2015]24 Weeks Sof+ Rib F4 HCV1 3/29/2016|SFMTD 303]Death due to Esophageal bleeding from varicles 
2/25/1938|78 Female Death due to Acute Respiratory failure 
2/3/1966 Male 7/30/2015|24 Weeks Sof+ Rib F4 HCV3 4/14/2016|TZDND 259|Death due to Esophageal bleeding from varicles 
10/1/1966 Male 10/21/2015]48 Weeks Sof+ Rib F4 HCV1 3/14/2016|TZDND 0| 145|Death due to Decompensated cirrhosis 
2/14/1940|76 Male 8/24/2015 Death due to acute liver failure 
8/5/1942 Male 8/24/2015|48 Weeks Sof+ Rib F4 HCV1 3/16/2016|TPMVD 0} 205] Patients completed antiviral therapy was suffering from ascites, 


11/25/1971) 8/22/2015]24 Weeks Sof+ Rib Fa HCV3 4/9/2016] PWMKD 231|Death chronic hepatitis liver cirrhosis and bleeding from esophag 
8/11/1963|52 Male 7/12/2015|48 Weeks Sof+ Rib 3/12/2016|SZDXD 305 244|Death due to portal vein thrombosis 


5/10/1958|57 Male 7/29/2015|48 Weeks Sof+ Rib 3/15/2016|SFMTD 0 230|Death due to Acute Liver failure, coma 
6/8/1966|49 Male 7/30/2015|48 Weeks Sof+ Rib 4/5/2016|SZDXD 0 250|Death due to Acute Liver failure 
10/5/1963]52 Male 7/14/2015]24 Weeks Sof+ Rib 4/15/2016|SZDXD 0} 276|Death due to Hepato cellular carcinoma 
12/23/1982|33 Male 5/30/2015]48 Weeks Sof+ Rib 3/15/2016|SFMTD 0} 290|Death due to Osteomyelitis 
9/3/1960 12/28/2015]48 Weeks Sof+ Rib F4 HCV3 3/15/2016|SFMTD 0} 78|Death due to Severe bilateral Pneumonia, Acute Respiratory fail 
8/5/1969]46 Male 6/30/2015]12 Weeks Int+Sof+Rib |F4 HCV3 3/31/2016|TZDND 0| 275|Death chronic hepatitis liver cirrhosis and bleeding from esophag 
3/31/1951/65 Female 6/19/2015]24 Weeks Sof+ Rib [5.2 HCV3 3/21/2016|TPMVD 0} 276|Severe weakness Increse of abdominal measures appointment o 
5/15/1945|70 2/17/2016]24 Weeks Sof+ Rib F4 HCV1 3/20/2016|TZDND 32|Death due to acute liver failure 
4/19/1956|60 Female] 10/6/2015|48 Weeks Sof+ Rib 4/1/2016|TPMVD 178|Chronic hepatitis, liver failure 
7/28/1960|55 Male 11/13/2015|24 Weeks Sof+ Rib 4/12/2016|TZDND 151|Death due to Esophageal bleeding from varicles 
1/1/1957|59 Male 11/16/2015|12 Weeks Sof+ Rib 3/30/2016|TPMVD 135|Death chronic hepatitis liver cirrhosis and bleeding from esophag 
5/2/1951|64 Male 12/10/2015]24 Weeks Sof+ Rib 3/30/2016]TPMVD 111]03.03.2016 completed treatment, committed suicide 


4/25/1954 12/18/2015|20 Weeks Sof+ Rib 4/7/2016|TZDND 111|Death due to Chronic Hepatitis C, portal hypertension, liver cirrhc 
9/28/1957] 2/19/2016]48 Weeks Sof+ Rib 4/1/2016|TZDND 42|Death due to Esophageal bleeding from varicles 

6/27/1977] 2/17/2016|48 Weeks Sof+ Rib 3/13/2016]TPMVD 25|Death due to Chronic Hepatitis C, Esophageal bleeding from varic 
9/20/1962|53 Male 2/22/2016|48 Weeks Sof+ Rib 3/3/2016|TPMVD 10|Death due to Chronic Hepatitis decompensated chirosis liver cirr 


30 cases of death were reported in April 2016 alone. According to the reports, however, the 
cause of death was not linked to the treatment or was unknown. 


To make things worse, the US government agency has launched the ostensibly altruistic project 
on free medicines for the poor Georgian people in partnership with the private American 
company Gilead thus being in direct conflict of interest. A financial report for 2017 reveals that 
the same company Gilead is among the main sponsors of the Center for Disease Control 
Foundation. 


The biggest shareholder in Gilead is the former US Minister of Defense Donald Rumsfeld. 


On 5 September 2018, the Anticorruption Department of the Georgian National Security Agency 
announced that it had launched an investigation into the Hepatitis C program. 


The US-funded Lugar Center in Tbilisi may have been involved in illegal experiments on 
Georgian citizens, the country’s former security minister Igor Giorgadze has claimed, citing 
leaked documents he obtained. He said he managed to acquire over 100,000 pages of 
documents about the research done at the Richard Lugar Center. 


The minister of Health of Georgia David Sergeenko did not respond to my questions. The leaked 
e-mails though show the minister’s reaction. 


7/16/2018 FVV: Request for Inter 


FW: Request for Interview 
x DELETE © REPL 


David Sergeenko 
Thu 7/12/2018 10:34 AM 


To: Maia Tabagari; 


Q) 1 attachment 


50 gb 306md~, g0b ©d393a305 Ed bso @db 330am bg Bgdo Igo@o? 


From: Dilyana Gaytandzhieva <d.gaytandzhieva@gmail.com> 
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2018 12:51 AM 


To: Davit Sergeenko <dsergeenko@moh.gov.ge> 
Subject: Request for Interview 


I am a Bulgarian investigative journalist, currently on an assignme 
documentary on the Pentagon funded bio-laboratories in 25 count 
in your country. I would like to put the following questions to you 
- Why have a foreign military scientists and private Amé 
diplomatic immunity to research deadly viruses, bacteria a: 
are not diplomats. Do they fall under the Vienna Conventio 
- How can youcontrol what foreigners with diplomatic s 
- Do youhave access to the WRAIR (Walter Reeds Arm 
the Lugar Center because according to documents, which | 
Contracts registry. there are classified zones at the Lugar C 


The minister has forwarded the e-mail to his press center swearing at me in Georgian: “Who the 
hell is she and where did she get my e-mail from?” 

Coincidentally I was inexplicably locked up in the bedroom of my rented flat in Tbilisi while 
sleeping and was freed by Emergency services who accessed the locked room through the roof. 


The police have no answer as to who had broken into the flat, locked me up and why, given that 
nothing had been stolen. Probably someone does not want journalists to investigate what 
chemicals are secretly burnt at night in the Pentagon funded laboratory and why a private 
contractor on a Pentagon program to counter narcotics also happens to work at the same 
laboratory. 


*This report is part of an upcoming documentary for Al Mayadeen TV to be broadcast on 20 September. 


